A Few Words on Plagiarism 
North Carolina State University upholds a strict policy on plagiarism. I have included this page for you to refer to so that you can be aware of the elements and consequences of plagiarism both in our class and in your other classes. 

Definition 

The MLA Handbook for Writing of Research Papers defines plagiarism as "the false assumption of authorship: the wrongful act of taking the product of another person's mind, and presenting it as one's own" (66). 

Plagiarism can occur when students: 

· Unintentionally "copy and paste" material into papers without giving any credit 

· Paraphrase wording identically without giving proper credit 

· Borrow a particularly unique phrase without giving proper credit 

· Cite a phrase or clause(s) word for word without using quotations marks or giving proper credit 
(See the pattern here?) 

· Purchase a paper online and try to pass it as their own work 

When don't you need documentation? 

You don't need to document sources when you incorporate common knowledge into your paper ("In the summer of 2009, the film adaptation of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince was released") or when you use well known phrases or proverbs ("The early bird gets the worm"). However, if you ever have any doubt about whether you should include a source, the best option is always to include one. 

Academic Sanctions 

Another person's thoughts or words are considered his or her own property, so using them without permission or without proper documentation constitutes a type of theft. NCSU clearly defines its stance on academic integrity, and I encourage you to get familiar with the policy of plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty. 

As per the Student Conduct Policy, a student who plagiarizes will face one or more of the following sanctions: 

· A reduced grade on the assignment 

· No credit for the assignment or exam 

· A failing grade for the course 

· Academic Probation for the remainder of academic career at NCSU 

· Suspension or expulsion from the institution 

As your ENG 101 instructor, I will work with you throughout the semester to help you recognize what does and does not constitute plagiarism. Please feel free to ask me anytime if you have questions about this issue. In this case, it really is better safe than sorry.


"I'd rather be caught holding up a bank than stealing so much as a two-word phrase from another writer." ~ Jack Smith 
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