Take-Home Diagnostic
The following diagnostic assignment is to be completed at home, during your own time, and should be handed in to the instructor at the beginning of class on Thursday, January 13th 2011. This diagnostic should be typewritten, and should be at least two pages, double-spaced – this essay should be between 2-4 pages. 

NB: This assignment will not be graded and will only be used to make sure you are in the writing course that is best for you. Since this is a take-home assignment, please be sure to pay some attention to grammar, spelling, and technical errors. While my primary focus will be on your ideas and the way you organize and present them, you will have plenty of time to look over the essay. Make sure your sentences are complete and that your ideas are connected and flow logically. Do not just ramble, as I will be looking for your ability to write a coherent and articulate narrative. 

Instructions:
· In The Norton Field Guide (NFG) read pages 24-34. I would suggest reading (or at least skimming) pages 28-34 first, as these pages contain the actual instructions/details of the assignment. (You do not need to read past “Come Up With A Title” on page 34.) Then, read the sample literacy narratives on pages 24-27. 

· Once you have read these pages, write your own literacy narrative in which you explore your own experiences with reading and writing. This role can be positive or negative – be honest! 

· Make sure that your literacy narrative follows one main line of thought or argument – do not just string random events or memories together. Your goal is to tell a story – and all stories have a beginning, middle, and ending.

· Don’t forget the details – your literacy narrative should be as detailed as you can make it. (Don’t worry if you can’t remember all the details – just make them up. All writing – and I do mean all – is part fiction. This essay is your story about your memories/experiences – only you will know which details you embellish. Just make sure it’s believable and not too outlandish.)
· Be sure to discuss the significance of the events in your literacy narrative – tell me why this particular experience matters to you.

· When you are done with your essay, look over it to make sure you don’t have any obvious errors – misspelled words, incomplete sentences, etc. Make sure your name is on the essay, and print it out and bring it to class on Thursday.
