ENG 101

Group Writing Exercise: Synthesizing Information

You are a police officer and have been assigned to compile a report based upon witness statements about a serious car accident that happened on the afternoon of Friday, October 29.  You were not at the scene of the accident; the original reports were gathered by an officer present at the scene.  Therefore your interpretation of the events is entirely dependent on the evidence in front of you

Remember while you work that your job is not to prove what caused the accident or to assign guilt to either of the drivers of the cars involved (leave that to the insurance companies and the courts).  Instead, your job is to combine three separate witness reports into one formal document; your final product should specifically note the information that the witnesses agreed upon, the information they disagreed on, and areas where more information is needed.

The accident was serious to the degree that if one party is found responsible criminal charges may be filed.  This report will be used in order to get an overall witness perspective of what happened during the accident, as well as to allow your department to see what information may still need to be gathered (they may choose to re-interview witnesses or seek out additional witnesses, depending on the information you give in your report.

Directions

1. Read the witness statements and view the map in order to see each witness’s visual perspective of the accident.  While you read, consider the larger points where you might compile information from at least two of the statements (whether they agree or disagree).  Also note any information given by only one witness, and consider information that you think might be important but isn’t included in the reports.

2. Create a synthesis matrix of the information you find relevant.  I’ve given you the witnesses, but you’ll need to determine what information is important enough to include.

3. Use the main points from #2 to write the report.  The original statements were in the first person, but you will obviously be writing the report in the third person.  While you don’t need to worry about formally documenting, you do need to signal all information given (we need to know which witness said what at all times).  Additionally, you don’t need to create a formal introduction or conclusion, but you should find some way of introducing your topic.  This can probably be done in 2-3 sentences; you’re just setting up to tell the story.  At the end of the report, you should also briefly restate your findings and, if you have any, make suggestions for additional areas of “research” (information gathering).
Witness 1:

I was driving north on Timber Drive on Friday afternoon to take my son to a doctor’s appointment.  It was about 2:30pm.  I stopped at the traffic light at Timber and 70 because the light was red.  When I stopped, my car was the only one at the light on my side of the road.  I was looking at some directions to the doctor’s office but noticed the white car pull up next to me on the left, into the left-hand turn lane.  The car stopped and I looked back down.  I was still looking down so I didn’t see the accident, but I heard it and looked up right away.  The white car had driven a few feet into the intersection and a black SUV must hit the front left side of the car; the front part of the white car had swung over in front of my lane.  The SUV must have been going pretty fast because pieces of the white car were all over the intersection, and the SUV wasn’t able to stop his vehicle until he passed the intersection (he pulled over off to the side of the road then).  The white car wasn’t going very fast because it had been stopped and had only driven a few feet into the intersection.  I don’t know if the white car had a green light because I was looking down, and then I looked at the accident, and by the time I look at the light the turn signal was red and my light was green.  There was a red car in the turn lane behind the white car, and maybe that person would know if the light was green, but that car only waited a few seconds and then drove around the accident and left.

Witness 2:

I was driving from Raleigh to Clayton on Highway 70 on my way home from work.  It was about 2:20 and raining pretty hard.  I didn’t see the accident or whether our light was green because there was a big truck in front of me, but I think it was probably red or turning red because traffic on our side was rolling to a stop.  I was looking at a billboard sort of behind me and to the right, and I saw this black SUV swing into the lane to the right and speed past me really fast.  I think he must have been in my lane and then switched to the right-hand one, but I don’t know that for sure because there was a big truck behind me too, and I couldn’t see the lane behind me.  I heard the accident a few seconds later – I heard brakes screeching and then a crash and then brakes again.  Traffic was stopped for a little bit, and then when it started again I drove into the intersection.  On my right there was a little white car that got hit; the front bumper had been ripped off and the whole front left side was crumpled up.  When I got past the intersection I saw the black SUV sitting off on the right-hand side of the road, and I pulled over to see if anyone in the SUV needed help and to call the police.  When I got out of my car and looked at the SUV, the front right headlight was smashed and that corner of the car was dented pretty badly.

Witness 3:

I was going south on Timber Drive around 2:15 or 2:30.  The light was red at my side, and I saw the white car pull up at the intersection across from me and stop.  I think the light facing Highway 70 was red or was turning red because all of the traffic on both sides slowed down and then stopped.  I was going straight, but the left turn signal on my side went green, so I think it probably did on the other side too.  The white car started to pull into the intersection, turning left onto Highway 70 West, and the black SUV came flying down 70 East in the far right-hand lane and hit the white car on the front left side.  The black SUV had trouble stopping even after it hit the white car, probably because it was wet out and it seemed to be going very fast.  The white car swung to the side away from the impact and stopped in the middle of the road.
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