Seven Habits of Highly Effective Students

1. They come prepared to class. The best students always come prepared to learn. This includes bringing the required text to class, bringing questions that you had about the reading or the assignment, having your assignment completed before class. This also means that you come prepared for any paper conference or office hours that you have with me. The better prepared you are, the better I will be able to help you.

2. They ask questions. Successful students engage themselves with the classroom and with the material, and this means asking questions. Don't know what's expected of you? Ask yourself the question first to see if you can find the answer, then consult the instructor or a classmate. Similarly, when you are doing research, ask questions: what is the text about? what is it trying to tell you? what is your opinion of it? why does this matter? These are all important questions to ask.

3. They use the Writing Center. The Writing Center offers hours where you can go and meet one-on-one with a tutor for some feedback on your writing. They can help you at any stage of the writing process and are willing to help you multiple times for a single assignment. Best of all, the help is free! Use this resource wisely, and you will certainly be rewarded.

4. They use the instructor's office hours. Strong students take advantage of their instructor's office hours. If you need clarification on feedback that you received on a paper, please set up to meet with me during office hours. There generally isn't time to discuss individual marks in class or after class, but if you sign up for office hours, I can devote time to discussing your work with you. If you want to work on your skills, need further guidance for improving your writing, or want me to look at a rough draft of a paper, I am more than happy to do so during my office hours.

5. They take peer review sessions seriously. Good students recognize that peer review sessions contribute valuable feedback to their paper writing process. When you take the review of someone else's paper seriously, they will return the favor, offering you strong feedback on your writing. Peer review benefits all involved: you receive feedback on your paper writing from someone else, and you also get a chance to see new and different writing methods and structures than can help add to your writing as well. Overall, peer review sessions are a great chance to have a serious conversation that can improve your writing - and your grade.

6. They edit and revise. The most successful writing students don't turn in a first draft the day that the final paper is due. They turn in a final draft that is the result of several writing, editing, and re-writing sessions. Revising gives you a chance to go back to your paper after your first draft and see it from a new perspective, catch errors you didn't see the first time, and overall give more thought to what you are arguing.

7. They are proactive. Strong students know to be proactive about their coursework and grades, not reactive. Put the thought in ahead of time for assignments, even the smaller daily ones. By being proactive, you take responsibility for your coursework, attending to it with the time and detail that it deserves. And in the end, you will be rewarded for it.

