Rhetorical Analysis of Film Trailer

Questions To Think About

> RHETORICAL APPEALS: Where do you see examples of LOGOS, PATHOS, and ETHOS in the trailer? Are all three appeals being used (they may not necessarily be, so if you find yourself drawing a blank, check with me, your classmates, or the Writing Center.)

> KAIROS: Does the trailer reflect the cultural moment and time in which it was produced? 

> AUDIENCE: Who is the primary audience for the film the trailer is promoting? How do you know? (Be specific. Most films target a very specific demographic as their intended audience, although their actual audience may be quite broad.)

> TEXT: Identify all the written words/text, if any, that the trailer uses. How do the words further your argument?

> NARRATION: Does the trailer use a voice-over approach to bridge the gap between the audience and the film? (It may not.) Is the voice-over spoken by a disembodied voice, or by one of the characters from the film? What exactly does the voice-over say, and how does it further your argument?

> DIALOGUE: The majority of trailers – but not all – will include key scenes from the movie with key moments of dialogue among characters – identify the dialogue/speeches excerpted from  your film. What purpose do they serve? Do they introduce the audience to the story, do they tell jokes, do they build narrative suspense and tension? 

> TONE: What is the overall tone of your trailer? Is it funny, light-hearted, silly, romantic, suspenseful, scary, dramatic? 

> GENRE: What genre of film does your trailer advertise?

> MUSIC: Is there music being used in your trailer? Is it effective or ineffective? (Similarly, how is the lack of music effective or ineffective?) What type of music is being used? Is it a classical score? A popular song? Why do you think that particular song choice was made?

> ACTORS: Who are the principle actors/actresses showcased in your trailer? Does the trailer focus on one character in particular and showcase his/her storyline more than others? Why are the actors/actresses important? What other movies/TV shows/plays have they been in, and why might this be relevant (or irrelevant) to your argument?

> EXECUTIVE TEAM: Who are the directors, writers, and executive producers of your film? Are they mentioned at all in their trailer? Why or why not? What else have the directors/writers/producers done, and is this relevant or irrelevant for your particular trailer?

> IMAGERY: What scenes from the movie are included in the trailer? Why do you think THESE scenes/moments were included? How does the imagery in them further your argument? Is there a movie poster(s) associated with your trailer? How does the poster related to your trailer? Is there a tagline on the poster? How does it summarize your trailer? How does it relate to your thesis/argument?

