Prewriting Questions

(designed to help you pull apart and analyze academic readings)

**Before you start, identify 3 key words, 2 key phrases, and 1 key sentence from the article. (NB: The sentence does not have to be the thesis. It may be a sentence which made you think, which you strongly (dis)agreed with, or which you (dis)liked because of the phrasing.)

**Do you agree or disagree with the author’s argument? Briefly answer why.

(1) What is the title of the article?

· Are there any specific features about the title?

· Does it give you any information about the article or is it merely descriptive?

(2) Who is the author of the article?

· Why is he/she qualified to write this article?

(3) Where & when was this essay originally published? (Most articles are not written just to be published in a textbook.)

· What can you find out about this publication?

(4) Summarize the main point of the article in your own words.

(5) Pick out the sentence from the article that you feel best encapsulates the author’s thesis.

(6) What supporting evidence (outside information) does the author bring in to help make his/her point?

(7) What are the main points that the author makes (in the order that (s)he makes them)?

(8) Identify where the conclusion of the article begins.

(9) Does the author use the conclusion to suggest a call-to-action? If so, identify it.

(10) What is the author’s conclusion?

(11) Who do you think is the intended audience for this article?

(12) Can you identify a specific group of the population whom the author is most likely NOT writing to? 
