Evaluation of Scientific Writing in the Media
Comparison of Grey’s Anatomy vs. House M.D.: CIPA

Grey’s Anatomy and House, MD are two of televisions most popular drama, consistently pulling in high numbers of viewers in their time-slots each week. Both shows may be medical dramas, but each show approaches the blend of medicine and drama in vastly different ways. While watching a clip from each show as it treats a case of CIPA, keep in mind that these shows are written – they have scripts and writers who make rhetorical choices when composing those scripts. Treat each show as an individual text and respond to the following questions in 1-2 page informal response essay. (Feel free to use quotes from the shows.)

· What constitutes scientific writing? How is it different from writing in the humanities? 

· If each show is a medical drama situated in a hospital, how does each show’s staff of writers adhere to the conventions of scientific writing – or, do they adhere to them at all? Why do you think the writers might have made the choices they did?
· Both shows are dealing with the same medical condition – CIPA. How does each show handle the case in the clips that you see? Consider the patient, the doctor, the interactions, the diagnosis, the treatment.

· Which show seems more scientific to you? Why? 

· Which set of doctors would you prefer to have if you fell ill? Why? [image: image1.png]
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