Exploring Databases & Journals
Exploring Databases:
1. Use the library's website to help you determine what databases are the most relevant to your major/field of study. 
    > Remember: You can see the databases the library considers the most relevant to your 
       major/field of study by going to Databases and searching by subject.
    > At least one database should be discipline-specific/field specific - not a general database (like 
       Academic Search Premier).

2. Once you've chosen two databases, note the following information for each of 
     them:
     > What types of journals does your database index? Are the journals all peer-reviewed, or are 
         some of them more popular and general sources? What might this mean for a student using 
         the database for research?
     > How broad or specific are the subjects covered? Are there journals from several different 
         disciplines, or only one discipline and its specialties? Give examples of the range of subjects.
     > What years does your database cover? If your field is one where research is quickly outdated, 
          what does this mean for someone who might be searching the database?
     > What kind of information can someone find using the database only? Note if citations, 
         abstracts, or full text articles are included.
     > What should a potential user know about how to do a search and retrieve an article? Are there 
         particular features of this site which make it easy or difficult to find information?
Examining Journals & Articles:
Examining Journals

You should discuss the following components in Part IV of your project, remembering to make clear distinctions where the two journals do similar things and where they differ:
             a.       The types of journals experts in your field publish in and the most important       
                        journals in the major. 
              b.      How people submit to the journal, whether it is peer reviewed, how often it 
                        comes out, and who the audience seems to be.  
              c.       The types of articles/studies that appear in these journals.
              d.      The appropriate style manual for the journals.

Examining Articles

  Be sure to consider all of the following categories and features for each of your articles:

Structure/Form:
     > How are the different sections of the articles divided? 
     > If section headings are used, what are they? 
     > Are me sections longer or shorter than others? Which ones? Is this constant in both articles? 
     > How long are the articles?
     > How are quotations used or introduced throughout the paper? How long are the quotations? 

Evidence/Argument:
     > What kind(s) of evidence does the author use?
     > How does the author use outside sources to support his/her argument?
     > How does s/he deal with evidence that counters his/her argument?
     > How does s/he quantify her theories – what is his/her method for establishing the credibility of his/her 
         argument?

Citation Style/Source Use:
     > What citation style does your author use?
    > Does your author use footnotes, in-text citations, endnotes, or some combination?
    > How many sources does the article use?
    > What types of sources are in the article?
    > When were cited sources written?
    > Are sources primary or secondary?
    > Are the sources relevant, credible, and reliable? Are the sources from a biased or neutral source?
    > Does author use quotes or paraphrases, and if so, how much?
    > What proportion of the text comes from outside sources? 

Tone/Style:
     > How much field>specific jargon does each article contain?
     > Is the tone conversational, or formal?
     > How frequently are quotes used within the texts?
     > Is the tone argumentative or informational?
     > How often does the author refer back to other texts?
     > How does the diction contribute to the readers perception of the article?

