Handout: 
Active & Passive Voice

Helpful Links:

(1) The OWL @ Purdue: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/539/1
(2) UMD: http://www.d.umn.edu/~dmorriso/readablewriting/ActivePassiveVoice/index.html
(3) UNC Writing Center: http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/passivevoice.html
· Active Voice: the subject of the sentence performs the action expressed by the verb
· e.g. “The dog bit the boy.”
· Active voice is used in most non-scientific writing
· It helps keep the meaning clear & specific
· It helps keep your writing from being wordy & complicated
· Active Voice is more concise because fewer words are needed to express the action
· Passive Voice: the subject of the sentence receives the action expressed by the verb
· e.g. “The boy was bit by the dog.”
· PV is preferred by writers in the sciences (both social & natural) because (1) it helps a writer avoid mentioning the agent of the action when (s)he is obvious, unimportant, or unknown; and (2) it emphasizes the action/research rather than the agent/researcher
· Con: PV can create awkward sentence structure
· Con: PV can cause prose to be flat & uninteresting (due to the repetitive, short simple sentences)
· Pro: PV allows you to write without using personal pronouns or researchers’ names
· Pro: PV causes writing to appear objective & fact-based because the research is presented without being attributed to particular people or biases
· Pro: PV causes writing to appear unbiased or limited by interests
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